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Kings Point: Maker of Mariners

R

The Young U. 8. Merchant Marine Academy Combines Theory. Sea
Experience, and Tradition in Preparing Ships’ Officers

By Narmasiet, T. Kexwey
National Chographic Miguzine Staif

With Hiustrations by National Geographic Phorographer Folkmar Wemzel

TE young man ducked from under the
radarscope hood, glinced hopelessly at
the inky-black glazs of the window. then
trned o the group clustered in semidorkness

“Surfaced submarine bearing  three-four-

eight, sir.” he reported,  “Range three-zem-
two-zero vards. Course thres-five-nine. speed
eight koots."” .

In the brief calm that followed 1 could
hear dit-ahs of international corle chirping
in the radio shack behind the bufkhead.

“What? A sub?" roared Lt. Alfred Fiore,
dropping his dividers on the churt.

under the blind. She really was heading this
wiy, dodging those plebes out there learning
t handle lifebhonts,"

“In which case. 1 will overlook Mr, Bald-

fo srnile hIMIf. "I."'.n.‘;."r rli.-w'mllm-‘d.”

Academy o War Baby

Here, hard by busy Long Island Sound.
within sight of the wwers of New York City.
Uncle Sam schools hundreds of youths who
will =il the merchant ships of tomormow.

Kings Faint, the 2-year-old L7, S Mer-
chant Marine Academy, bs o voungster com-

L1 Comulr. Arthur Fraser seized the lan-
yard that hung above the compass.  There
was 4 blinding fash of Dight,

No torpedo exploded beneath s, however.
We were merely attending an electronic-navi-
gation class of the United States Merchant
Marine Acadeémy at Kings Point, N, Y.
Commander Fraser, instructor, did indesd
--r11: u lanyard: it rnut-cl a shale, .-md Slif-

wmdmx in Howditch Hﬂ“ (page 700).

Classroom Sails Sulely on

After “navigating” this classroom through
i mike-belitve wiar 2one, a dozen cader-mid-
shipmen turned Tfrom shining rows of gyro-
scopic compasses, radar and loran receivers,
futhometers;, and direction hnders to Took out
the window, Hevond the green tree-siudded
campus lay the western end of Long Tsland
Souml,

VAN mghe, My Baldwin, we'll check vour
solotion.” sadd instroctor Al Fiore to the
cadet at the radar. “That's your surinced
submarine,” and he indicated a deep-laden
ail barge chuffing past City Island's compley
of yvacht vards.

SThiat's not had. A suly would mive dlmost
the same radar return she does.  But the
course vou figured would bring her on the
Stepping: Stiome macks!

SWalt" sabd Comymander Fraser, T looked

pared to West Point and Annapolis, or even
to the Coast Guard Academy.* O the Na-
tion's sérvice schools, only the Air Academy,
harn last venr, is newer.  Yet there is no lack

of regimental spirit and dedication among
Kings Pointers.

As  wisiting  Annapolis - midshipmen  and
West Point cadets remarked 1o me:
have a wonderful spirit.  We

"'l'hﬂ‘_\'
don't under-

Hshed vraddfitions we have,”

The answer is thot Kings Puoint,
can put more years in its wake, simply makes
do with ane of the most glorious of all Ameri-
ciun traditions—ihe United States Merchant

until 1

Marine. Not the history of the school Lt
that of the calling it serves binds Kings
Pointers in the brotherhood of the sea.

“Welcome: Aboard!"

I came to the O3.acre campus o Long
Island's north shore early in September. A
cullege venr waz beginning.  Plebes (fresh-
men ) still wandered uncertainly about in blue
dungarees; Academy  tailors would fit them
gt in trim khakis and snuppy blies.

*Ser. in the Natmovar Geecaarinr  Macasisi,
“Vniler Canves in the Atomic Ase” by Alan Villie,
July, 10255 *The Makmg i:lf o West Palnter,” by
Howell Walker, Mav, 1957: “West Point and the
oy = Clad l'.urps_ ln' Lt Col Hirman Beokema,
June, 1o and © Annopoll. Cridln of the Navy.™ b
L Arthor AL Aertom, June, 1948,
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Petty Officer’ Harry Odell, In the Navy-
like uniform of the United States Muritime
Service, logged me in at Vickery Gate, bidding
me a cheery “Welcome aboard!™

“In 1938." recalled Lt. Everett Northrop,
assistant librarian, to whom 1 applied for an
initial lesson in Kings Peint history, “the
Maritime Commission established a merchant
marine cadet-training program.

“Ar first our cadets trained only aboard
merchant ships. Then we added shore train-
ing at tempurary hases.

“When we were handed the stageering Job
of truiming officers to man the increasing

and transports, the Government quickly real-
izedl that we needed @ permanent institution,

“One of your own Soclety’s trustees, Vice
Admiral Emory 8, Land, was chalrman of the
Muritime Commission during the Academy’s
building days.  Admiral Land gave whole-
hearted support to the project, and we bonor
him as one of our founding fathers.

“He retnins his enthusiism for the Academy.

The National Geographic Muagnzine

in the Delano Hall cadet-midshipman lounge
showed up here, along with g French-buil
motor lifebont. soon after the liner N ormumndic
burned at her pier in New York.”

Most remarkshle acquisition was the entire
engine room of 3 Liberty ship, 1t stands two
and n ball decks high in Fulton Hall While
heating the whole campus, it teaches students
how to miuke a stesmship po.

Engine cadets man the pulsating plant
around the clock. They make actual repairs.
Though they have been known to lose eye-
brows to burner farebacks, the Tuel-oil smoke
from the tall stack is wsunlly the light-brown

Ameérican World Woar T fleet of cargo vessels  haze that menns good firing.

Hobby Is Homemade Steaniboat

Cine day T saw the cadet officer of the
wiitch Tistening round-eyed 1o o phone.

“The ||h3.-sh:al teaining chief, Comdr, James
Licherty, is getting after him for too litile
hot water in the gy showers,” grinned Cap.
Tauren "b‘lcl_n.'ndv.. enmnt‘ermg depurtment
he -

Each venr hé gives the Admiral Land Medal
ad Award to the Kings Point graduate with
the best record in naval architectyre.”

Former Mansion Now Nerve Conter

For $100000 the Federal Government
bought the million-dollar estate of the late
Walter I'. Chirysler at Kings Point, on the
rlrlur nf hre:tt \et.k. L 19- rmk drm: from

?lrlannr .iu.rlem_a came inlo hcﬂm.' 'Thr htE
President Franklin 1), Roosevelt hailed its
dedication on September 30, 1943,

The campus was later enlarped by the pur-
chase of adjoining properties, but the Chrysler
place with its gardens, terraced lawns, and
Italianate mansiom, now used as administri-
tion building, remains its hob (page 705).

In 1950 the Maritime Administration, a
part of the Department of Commerce, as-
sumed the training responsibilities of the
Maritime Commizsion, Academy staff titles
dencte Maritime Service rank, not Navy, al-
though mest of the teachers also bold commis-
sions in the Noval Reserve.

One finds it hard 1o believe that almost
everything here was built and equipped in
the spuce of a few hectic war vears,

“Amang our early leaders must have been
some first-rate supply officers;” smiled a mem-
her of the faculty.

“For esample, the fine furniture you saw

homemade steamboat (page 702 ).

“A prime lesson for ‘Mr. Gadpet,” as they
call engineering cadets. Now he knows what
the 'Old Man—the captain of the ship—
will say if later in life he lets steam drop
in the middle of the Pacific.”

Cadets snd instructors working together
built a complex. compact pTuanarium Hete
a smlch hrmgs the '-mruth:m Cross intn |he

sumimer suft to urﬂmg lhl. &rnic Un:..

From their chairs studenfs can dee the stars
over the Indian Ocean and the Bay of Biscay.

Each State is pssigned a Kings Point cadet
quota.  Applicants must prove high-school
educations or the equivalent, take competitive
examinutions beld annually in the major
cities, and pass the rigid Navy physical ex-
amination for officer candidate.

Kings Pointers are Navy as well as Mer-
chant Marine ¢adets. They gradusate with
three diplomas: commision a5 Naval Rewrve
ensign. hochelor of sclence degres [rom their
fully accredited alme marer, and license as
third mate or thind assistant engineer.

All cadets take the uspal college sciences
such as chemistry, mathematics, and physics
Teaching only these and the sea specialties,
Kings Point would tum out mechanically
quaditied  officers, .

“But the Merchant Marine officer should
be well educated and able to act us an am-
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fith s

etzsador of opr Americin woy
where in the world,
slelantock, Academy superintendent

The Admiral went to sea us a cadet at 16
el alter griduating from prep school, third
ln his class. When ke received an unlimited
master's license at 22, he became ope of
the youngest United States shipmadters

Two vears later he had n civmmian
and for 12 more years he touk ships to the
fitr the earth.  Adelphi
of Garden [.if._‘-.. New York., lL'IL'Ijl]:\. awarelead
him a Doctor of Laws depree in
of  his achievements

=1 want everv Kings Pointer to have @

of e ewiry-

=nifl Kedar Admg Gordon

HE

tornees ol Cnllepe,

reCoanitian

vl bmickeround  in the Bberal arts  and
humunities, the  Admiral  continued.  *]
wint them W represent their Nation ond
their profession with distinction at seq and
ashore, as did American shipmasters of old.

(Zhoiee of Foreign Langunges

“Therefore, we have a Jh-|'-"|"'.'||r1'|" of His-
torvy and  Langinees, known on
Lie

Longheair Department It
to- produce poets and artists, Tt it does help

CAmEsly as

foesn | | Ty

make Merchant Muorine officers cultured gen
tlemerr, and this s as 0

I ¥epaartment

should be

I the Lonshidr cich  exdet

I'he National Geographic Muapazing

has his choice of learning French or Spanich
He studies the storv of Western
mian. jnvestigates the ploce of his country In
history, amd looks at the grest cultures that
are the 'Westorn herftaze.

I attended one of Lt

t|11|.[r':.:' 0N - AnaiEnt 1'||1'--il'--_

or K ussin

Lurowski's
He wased color
They shiveedd Homer's Mediterminenn
lnnde ns seen todayv from a ship. and they
made the lecture come alive inscinnted
citlets who would one day see those places

1- M,

Victor
slidfes

l.llr

A Scaman's Holiday

Later T learned that Lugowski made the
slides  himiself lenves. Like
meny of s Academy colleasues, he sails at
eyery opportumity, feeling that in this Wl
he best keeps in touch with Iatest develop-
ments in the mprine profession

Muast of the teachers, L= M'Li;l”:n of technical
and professional subjects, are Merchint Ma-
rine omicers s well ns college gruduntes: In
muore than one of their offices | saw univer-
ity dedress hunging on the wall beside mas

ter's or chief engineers tickets for any ocesn

dluring  surmmies

any tonnase, or ooy borsepower
With 58 world of complex learnine 1o im-
part, Kings Point sets a dizzy acudemic pace.

Cranes Howst Cargo
Aboard a Model Ship

Rear Adm. Gordon Melin-
B e e IR e
of ‘the Acadermy, watches nan

Heal-soipmie vtunlents IrRL ey

the =tandard carge svsbomn wsed

oy el Dreighdees  amd pos-
sarger abipy today
Lt Cosmdde. Owen E '!'1.'.|.||-.-|._

L Tl wnd the firt he
iy Wi operate  vontrols on
e far sicke of the mnst tabile.

slitye™ batriels

Viers

“Alrplan

inta the bald  Leaded oet a
Mt 4y part of u second st
grar ot Vishle o the pictiur
Miny meodérm vessels gse two

sols of

they cun serve tha

samne hich simuoftd neasly
Virtunllv il

done hy

i
spaaln] an

CRT |

leading i
muching
Brilms, A

winchie

nw
Calbiles

driven
by eleciric

T|.lr|
tfy e
HArst

ot
OTaitliEs s

st beles 1den
oxdet-mitlshipmen o
rlssdmien  (srnioes Thes
deck efficors. be
cominy  fhird mates

Mripes

S primss | Clemg regil



L d
1y

)

Savnl Vessel™s Turboclectrie Ulnit Propels the “Ship™ in an Engincerimg Laborators
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Kings Point: Maker of Mariners

two beds, two Chitirs, one table, ope lamp,
four lockers, two washbasing. Berry's rifle
stood upright at the head of his bed. and his
framed cadet commission hung on o white-
painted wall,  (Otherwise the mom was bare
as a monaslery oell,

I arrived, toothbrush in pocket, at 1553
hours—five minutes before 7 pm,. A bell
rang for evening stody period at 1900, 1
wok rough notes from time to time, and
some of them are as lollows:

Berry: buries pose in thermidynamics text-
book. Kenney ditto. in a magazine. (Other
first classmen drop by (they're allowed to

I T -
dynamics too, because they use words like
“entropy,” “enthalpy,” and “Carnot cyele”

2130 hrs. Bell rings, Herry shuts book,
puts small radio (only authorized room lux-
ury) on table. Kenney relaxes on hunk,

A Wisitor Breaks o Rule
Berry: “If you were o plebe, | could fix

~ your wagon for that. Ulass 11 offense. Bunk,

vl

“Vou know why it's so high?” chortled a
caeet.

I comfessed 1 didn't.

“S0 none of us on week-end leave in New
York can arpue we couldn’t se¢ a recall
signal!”

Berry and his friends told me they some-
how found time to get out student publica-
tian=. Gl the ranks of a successiul intervol-
leglate debate team, attend camera and as
tronomy club meetings, ao spearfishing with
the campus Trident Club.  Athletics, varsity
or intramural. are  compulaory.  Saturday
night movies cnst a dime,
sound in an Academy boat, sing in the Glee
Club, play in the leind, or trv out for the
honar of “ramkeeper.’” The latter holds Nep-
tune 111, the Kings oy mascol, diekng foo-
ball pames,

Lt. Comdr. Ralph Harpuole, Protestant
chaplain, told me on a later occasion that the
cudets were deeply religious, like seifarers
everywhere.  Active Protestant, Catholic. and

witting or lving on between reveille and tattoo.
Tew dimerits”

Kemney: “Well. May T smoke?”

Berry; “Watch the ashes, though, White-
glove inspection tomorrow,  They even test
tops of window ledges for dust.”

2131, Cadets, agog over unusunl civilian
visitation, jam into room.  Bull session, Talk
fast, and forious; 24 minutes before tattoo.
away from regimen, searching for what there
wrs o leaven the rigid life.

| heard about dances beside the Chrysler
swimming pool, with Japunese lanterns and a
June moon and girls in himmering dresses.
For decor at the List one there had been a
cadet-huilt whale in the pool.

The whale really spouted. too, with the
aid of a condemned fire hose. When | in-
puircd i anyone ever fitterbugged into the
pool. my friends chorused 2 shocked “XNo!™

The room rocked with plee at my nsking
why Lt. (jg) Edward MacCrisken, instructor
in ship’s medicine, immobilized with heavy
lead weizhts the locked cabinet that houses
Little Joe, classroom demonstration skeleton.

“We spread & rumor we were suing to steal
Little Joe and run him up the fagpole!™
ane of the visitars whooped.

The flagpole is 172 feet high. the tallest
unguyved steel mast in the United States, so
the Avademy claims (page 694).

Jewish groups thrive on campus,

Our session in Berry's room ended with
tattoo Wt 9:55 pam.  Five minutes lnter the
bugle blew taps over the loud-speaker system.
Within seconds every room light was off and
every cardet in bed.

Berry, T judge, was asleep at [0:01 p.m.
Around midnight 1 fell into fitful sléep on a
very hard bed.
i i dets and went
quictly during the night. They had fire
watches and regular watches in the boiler
room, i the main administration  builiding,
ot in the battalion offices.

Wayward Plebe Takes o Brace

At todm. & bugle browght all hands tym-
bling to the deck in instsntaneous, tumultu-
ous awukening, At 6:30 a plebe took up
station beneath a cock in the phssagewsy,
standing at o rigld “brace"—exageerated at-
tention-—anid calling off the minutes befure
mess muster.

“Sir, five minutes to mess muster. .. fowr
minotes to mess mister. ..

My roommate popped out of his room
precisely at reveille. 1 was his duty to sec
that all doors on his deck were open and
all hands up and abowt. Then 1 found out
that the clock-watching plebe was paying the
penalty for breaking some part of the semi-
ufficial fourth-classmasn’s code which s called
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Winss system,'" or less offivially, “class rales.”

This code insists that plehes walk in single
file, even when there are only two of them.
Plebes “squure’ comers, meaning they change
course abruptly, 90 degrees at a change, as
on the parade ground.  They must also follow
starboard edges of walks and corridors, & re-
guirement thai provides them miles of healihy
extra footsteps per year,

"Supbomores” Roam the Seas

The wvarions cadet classes and ranks are
distinguished from each other by a baifling
Insigniy system involving shoulderboard and

The Nationdl Geographic Magazine

or sume other Avademy officer meets him o
find out how he i< getting along. On a4 day
when Comdr. Clifford Sandbery, assistant head
of the engineering department. drew the mest-
ing duty, 1 went with him 1o a Brooklyn pier
where the 5. 5. African Moon, Farrell Lines,
was unloading buled hides and {roeen lobster
titlls from Cape Town.

She carried two cadets, who shared n state-
room on the officers” deck #nd ate with the
officers.  The deck cadet was ashore, but
the ships chiel engineer guickly produced
his engine cadet, Nick Starace, Even in greasy
dumpress, he was well podsed.

sleive stripes. T maile dn important discov-
ery while trying o Jearn the system.

“Why,” I asked Lt Comdr. Luis Bejaruno,
librarian, “doesn’t the third class, the sopho-
more clase, have nsjgnia?"

“They do—one stripe.” Bejurano replied,
“but the third closs is scattered over the
oceans.  Second college year is sea year; the
wurld is the third clissman’'s campus,

“Our system @5 unique. We don’t <end

“This wos o wideeved plebe st vear?”
T asked incredulously ns Starace went off to
fetch his sea project.

“They mature fast at sea," nodded Sand-
bers. “1t's o wonderful system.”

The commander studied Starace’s sea proj-
ect carefully and marked a high grade on the
bulky mnotebook. 1 leafed through it later
and pgathered that the youth had described
unel sketched the refrigeration machinery with

our cidets out on mass training crulses, They
po as individoalz helpine work American mer-
chant ships on regular runs. The largest
ciddet group in any one ship congists of six
in the liner United States,

YAn ordinary cargo or passenger-Cargo ves.
sel will carry one deck and one engine cadet.
We've had cadets who sailed three times
around the world in their sea yvear. Mozt

Steamship lines like the cndet <ystem,
cheprfully paving the trainees.  They know
they are not only obtaining the services of a
Jmior officer, hut, more important, helping 1o
train w bwdy of men from which they will
later hirve their ships' officers,

The Academy keeps a special fepresenta-
tive, currently Comdr. Sherman Reed, in Now
York. Communder Reed's job s to find
ships for “sophomores,” thep keep truck of
them on their peregrinations, which he does
with a boxful of cards om his desk.

Llun:ﬂnu the African Moon

The day 1 talked o him, he had 260
cardets at sea or in forelgn ports. All were
on. rezularly scheduled runs—the United
States today has compartatively little tramp
shipping—and so  Commander Reed koew
pretty well when each cadet would get back
i New York.

When a cadet i= due In, Commander Reed

which the Moon kept her lobster tails frozen.

Learning Ports and Products

Each cadet works on some sort of sea
praject in his hours off watch. A popular
one with deck cadets is a stody of the yvar-
ions products shipped out of ports visited.
They bring back samples in labeled bot-
tles. Starace said with a smile that his

an elephant tusk or n dismond this voyvage,

“Mr. Starace, the Chief likes vou and
wants you to sign on for snother trip," sid
Commander Sandberg.

But Starace said that although he lked
the Maom and evervhody in her, he wanted
a tanker next, for esperience.

TN ask Commander Reed o osot it up,”
sandberg swid. 1 take it you bave oo spe-
cinl problems 1o discyss?™

“No, sir, not today." replisd Stamce. “Yes-
terday | was teed off bhecause the Chiel had
e (ype his spares inventory, bt today it
occurs to me that what 1 learned that way
might come in bandy in vour classroom next
vear!"”

Later, Staruce ane [ stooel alone on deck
walching the bisy tugs scurmyving about their
affwirs and the guarreling pulls wheeling
abuove the mast== He told me of whales
spauting in the windy South Atlantic, of
rafging lonely St Heleno in the dawn, and
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